
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 24, 2013 

Six o’clock 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE  

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship.  Those parts of the Service of Worship in 
which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

                  * Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                                 La Crêche                     Guilmant        

INTROIT                                Welcome Yule                 Williametta Spencer  

* CALL TO WORSHIP      

Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 
earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day.  

Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised! 

Leader: Sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with truth. 

* HYMN 41     O Come, All Ye Faithful                    Adeste Fideles 



  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

Myung, Jennifer, Katie, and Matthew Choi 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE  

Leader: The angel announced good news of great joy for all the 
people: the birth of a Savior, Christ the Lord, proclaiming 
peace on earth and good will to all. 

People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.” ) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN        “The Other Shepherd” 
             MARGOT BENNETT 

SONG                     This Christmastide (Jessye’s Carol)           Donald Fraser 
                                            MARGOT BENNETT 

FIRST LESSON                    Isaiah 52:7-10 

ANTHEM                          I Saw Three Ships                           Rutter  

SECOND LESSON                John 1:1-14 

SERMON                       “The Power of Light”          Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY                       O Holy Night                            Adolphe Adam 

* THE DOXOLOGY                        Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
As the hymn begins, the light from the Christ candle will be brought to the 
congregation. Please light your candle, and share your light with a neighbor.  

* HYMN 60               Silent Night, Holy Night                 Stille Nacht 
 Verses 1, 2, and 3 

After the singing of the hymn, there will be a period of silence, symbolizing 
the end of Advent as a time of waiting and expectancy. 

* EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES 

* HYMN 40            Joy to the World!                       Antioch 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                           Noel Etranger                        d’Aquin  

(Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. It is the custom of our 
church to remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

Please deposit extinguished candles in the boxes at the doors 
as you leave the Sanctuary. 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
USHERS for this evening’s service are: 
 Ken Stevens (Capt.) Alan Aluska  Ray Arons 
    David Bishop  Sandy Bishop 
    Sara Lee 
 



 

 

TONIGHT’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 52:7-10 (NRSV) 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 

announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who 
says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 
voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of 
the LORD to Zion.   

9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10 The 
LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  

John 1:1-14 (NRSV) 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3 All things came 
into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being  4 in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.   

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as 
a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  9 The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  10 He was in 
the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him.  11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him.  12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.   

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP - If you are visiting for the first time, 
an especially cordial welcome is extended.  Because of the holiday, there 
is no Coffee and Conversation following the service.  We invite all of 
you to visit us again soon.  Our traditional choral worship is each 
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.  Church school also takes place at 11:00 a.m. 
each Sunday.  Crossroads, our contemporary worship service, is held 
each Sunday at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  Child care is available in the 
Nursery during both services. (Note: Crossroads will not meet on 
December 29.) 

 

We would love to stay in touch!  Please use your smartphone to text 
FPCE to 77948 and you will receive our newsletters and updates 
(standard text message charges apply). 

 

On New Year’s Eve our indoor Labyrinth will be open from 7:00 p.m. 
until 11:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  You are invited to explore this ancient 
spiritual practice and prepare for the New Year with a spiritual journey. 

 

More information about our programs, activities, and concerts is 
available on our Web site at www.englewoodpres.org.  We look forward 
to worshipping with you again soon, and hope to have an opportunity 
for us to get to know one another. 

Our sanctuary has a hearing loop installed for persons 
with hearing aids that are telecoil-equipped.   
Assistive-listening headsets are also available from the 
audio control station on the left side of the sanctuary.   
Please ask any usher for assistance. 



 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
 

@ The Art Loft at FPC 

Every Wednesday at 11:00am 

beginning January 8, 2014 

Parents and caregivers of preschoolers, join us for  
free children’s yoga each week at FPC in the upstairs  

Art Lo  for a  me of play.  We’ll begin and end  
each playful yoga session with learning the Lord’s  
Prayer with our bodies.  Bring a friend and enjoy!   

THE ART LOFT @ FPC  
FREE TRIAL ART CLASSES THE WEEK OF JANUARY 7TH! 
Drop in Tuesday or Wednesday, January 7th or 8th, for a FREE trial 
Scribble Art class for toddlers.   
 
Visit the FPC website: www.englewoodpres.org under ‘Families’ and 
‘The ArtLoft@FPC’ for more information and to register for the 
Scribble Art Winter session, January–March 2014.   
 
If you have questions, please email Kellie at kellie@englewoodpres.org 
or call her at 201-568-7373 x301.  


